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COVID response funding and support
Port of Leith Housing Association want to support the response to COVID 19 that local community and voluntary sector are undertaking.  We now have a fund of £50,000 for local organisations and may also be able to offer other in-kind support.

Financial support

Awards can be made to local charities or social enterprises from a minimum of £500 to a maximum of £2,500* (larger sums may be considered, particularly where applicants can show they are co-ordinating their responses with and/or co-operating with other organisations).  The fund is demand led and awards will be made until all the money has been awarded.  We want to support  local organisations to
· Deliver new support services that will alleviate the affects of COVID for the Association’s tenants, their families or the wider communities of Leith and North Edinburgh

· Support organisations to deliver existing services differently

· Support organisations to scale up existing services that are now more in demand for example emotional or mental health support, financial advice services etc.

· Support local organisations in their longer term financial stability.
This list is NOT exhaustive, given the unprecedented nature of this crisis, we don’t want to limit what organisations may apply for.  Please contact Anita on 07825 971 742 or Murray on 07968 271 916 if you want to discuss an application.
The Association is aware of a wide range of other potential funding sources and would urge organisations to apply to this fund for items it would be difficult to fund from other sources or which require a very quick turn around.  We aim to make decisions within a week of receiving applications and make payments as soon as possible after a decision has been made.  
We may promote any services organisations are offering on our website, social media channels and any other correspondence we have with our tenants.
How to apply 

The application process is relatively informal with a short application form available on the PoLHA website, or contact Anita on 07825 971 742 anita.aggarwal@polha.co.uk .  
Applicants will be asked to outline what they want to do, how they have identified the need for their activities and who the intended beneficiaries are.  
Assessment Process 

Assessment of all grant requests are carried out by the Community Support Co-ordinator and decisions will be made weekly with the Community Works Manager and Head of Business and Organisational Development.  To ensure consistency, these guidelines will be used when making a decision about whether or not to support an application for funding.  
Who is eligible?

The Association actively encourages applications from any local group / voluntary organisation which provides services benefiting the Association’s tenants, their families or the wider communities of Leith and North Edinburgh.  The organisation must have a constitution and a bank account in the name of the organisation.

Conditions of Funding
The Association will require a short report on work carried out with support from this funding by end Feb 21.   A decision on any award will normally be within 7 working days of receipt of a completed application form.  
What we will fund

Examples of the types of project or activity we will support include: 

· Delivery of food parcels or shopping
· Provision of phone cards to support digital inclusion
· Purchase of mobile phones or other IT equipment and their running costs to support staff to work remotely

What we will not fund
The Association will not fund grants to individuals or to activities which benefit only one person, political / religious activities, nor building work.  
Other support

Please contact Anita if there is something else you think we can support you with. 
Contact 

Application forms are attached.  For more information or to chat about your application contact Anita on 07825 971 742 or  Anita.Aggarwal@polha.co.uk 
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